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This presentation is not an official document of the Church of God a 
Worldwide Association, Inc.

It is a presentation used in a Bible Study to provide local members 
with information to make their own decision regarding being 
vaccinated or not begin vaccinated.



SHOULD MEMBERS 
RECEIVE VACCINATIONS?

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR YOU TO PONDER….

David Jackson’s comments or 
screen shot of webpages
Quote from COGWA Letter Quote from other sources

Scripture Scripture



This presentation is not intended to convince you to decide in a 
particular direction regarding vaccinations, but to provide additional 
information knowing that many in our congregation may find it 
challenging to access media for “balanced’ or “reliable” sources of 
information on which to base their decision.

Those who are in the healthcare fields or have access to others in 
the healthcare field or are savvy internet users can research 
multiple sources and will find plenty information to base your 
decisions. This presentation is intended to provide general 
information on the topic.



1. Review the letter from COGWA and the related Scriptures
2. Review vaccination exemption process for the State of Florida
3. Review information regarding fetal cell and human cell strains in vaccinations

Presentation Outline
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Scripture Scripture



“IT IS THE CHURCH’S TEACHING THAT 
NEITHER BEING VACCINATED NOR 
AVOIDING VACCINATIONS IS A SIN”

This presentation is not intended to convivence you in either direction 
regarding vaccinations, but to provide additional information knowing that 
many in our congregation may find in challenging to access media for 
“balanced’ or “reliable” sources of information.



A MATTER OF PERSONAL CHOICE, NOT SIN!

Philippians 2:12–13 (NKJV)

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will 
and to do for His good pleasure. 

• The topics of vaccinations is not trivial matter

• Our health and how we care for our bodies is important to God

• Our individual faith in God does come into play

• What God’s Word says does matters

At the end of the day there will be varying opinions and decisions that each of 
us will make. That is the same with all matter of life and health.



A MATTER OF PERSONAL CHOICE, NOT SIN!

• Receiving a vaccination is strictly a personal decision and is not of itself a sin. 

1 John 3:4 (NKJV) 4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 

The concern surrounds the ingredients in the vaccine or the process in making the vaccine, and if the 
vaccine or the process involved includes/included ingredients that are contrary to God’s food laws or 
unconscionable in other ways, i.e. human cell strains, or fetal cells or tissue.

The challenge is in knowing what the absolute truth is regarding the ingredients and research 
procedures.

A good question to ask:  

If you knew the absolute truth regarding the ingredients/procedures, either way, what decision would 
you make accordingly?



A MATTER OF PERSONAL CHOICE, NOT SIN!

• The Church encourages members to gather information from reputable sources in order to 
make wise decisions. 

• …almost all medical procedures also include a degree of risk for each individual. 

• …it is the responsibility of each member to learn the pros and cons—weighing the 
benefits versus the risks—before electing to receive any specific medical procedure or 
vaccination. 



STEWARDS OF OUR BODIES AND CONSCIENCE BEFORE GOD

• The Church also teaches that our bodies are the temple of God’s Spirit and that we are to glorify God in our 
Bodies

1 Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV) 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God 
dwells in you? 

1 Corinthians 6:19–20 (NKJV) 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is
which is in you, whom that you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

• Whether or not we choose to receive vaccinations, a more important question is, how are we taking care of the 
body that God created for us?

That statement does not eliminate the fact that vaccinations are important, it is a statement of balance. 



WHATEVER IS NOT OF FAITH IS SIN

• The Church also teaches that whatever is not of faith is sin (Romans 14:23)

Romans 14:22–23 (NKJV) 22 Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not 
condemn himself in what he approves. 23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat
from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin. 

• We are to trust God, through Christ and His stripes, for our healing (Isaiah 53:5; 1 Peter 2:24).

Isaiah 53:5 (NKJV) 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him,  And by His stripes we are healed. 

1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV) 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 

• It is therefore up to each of us to know what does—and does not—truly violate our conscience before God. 



WHATEVER IS NOT OF FAITH IS SIN

• …after learning all one can about the pros and cons of a specific vaccination 
(including benefits, risks, side-effects, ingredients, etc.), what one member may 
judge to be acceptable to receive into his or her body may be a violation of 
conscience for another. One member may choose to receive every suggested 
vaccination, while another may feel comfortable receiving only selected 
vaccinations or none at all. 

• Within God’s Church no member should judge another for choosing to either 
receive or avoid vaccinations.

• We must allow others to make their own choices before God.



REQUIRED / EXEMPTED

• Members who work in health-care environments, for example, are often required to 
receive a vaccination.  The only options are to receive the vaccination or find 
employment elsewhere. 

• There are other situations when exemptions are permitted. However, such 
exemptions may vary according to state, municipality, school district, etc. Members 
who desire to take advantage of an exemption must find out what the specific 
allowances are for their state or locality. 

• Even in the employment world, an exemption will sometimes be granted for a 
“required” vaccination, based on one or more criteria. Being conscientiously opposed 
to vaccinations is a primary example of exemption criteria in many situations. 



EXEMPTION LETTER

• If a member desires exemption from vaccination, and if the reason for seeking 
exemption is based on sincerely held religious principles, and if the member’s employer 
(or school, etc.) requires confirmation from the member’s Church, then a local pastor 
can provide a letter that confirms: 

• That the individual is a member of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association. 

• That the Church supports the following scriptural principles: 
� We are to glorify God in our body and spirit, which are God’s (1 Corinthians 

6:20). 
� We trust God, through Christ and His stripes, for our healing (Isaiah 53:5; 1 Peter 

2:24). 
� Whatever is not of faith is sin and must be avoided (Romans 14:23). 



EXEMPTION LETTER

• That if, in light of these Scriptures, a member cannot in good faith before God 
submit to immunizations or inoculations without violating his or her conscience 
(and thereby sinning), he or she may take advantage of exemption laws or 
provisions that honor such as a matter of conscience. 

• Of course, the member should first talk with his or her pastor sufficiently for the 
pastor to be able to confirm— to an employer or school official—that the 
member’s religious convictions on the subject of vaccinations are sincerely held 
and that going against those convictions would violate a tenet of Scripture 
(Romans 14:23). 



STATE OF FLORIDA
• If you want to get the vaccine, sign up accordingly, call your 

health care provider, doctor, etc.
• If you need an exemption from taking the vaccine for you or 

your children…see the following



VACCINATION EXEMPTION

• http://www.floridahealth.gov



VACCINATION EXEMPTION

• http://www.floridahealth.gov/index.html

Immunization 
exemption



VACCINATION EXEMPTION

• http://www.floridahealth.gov/index.html



VACCINATION EXEMPTION

• http://www.floridahealth.gov/index.html



RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION: FORM DH 681

English , Spanish , Creole 

• I am the parent or legal Guardian of the above-named child. Immunizations are in conflict 
with my religious tenants or practices. Therefore, I request that my child be enrolled in 
school, preschool, child daycare facilities, or family day care homes without immunizations 
required by section 1003.22, F.S., 402.305, F.S. and 402.313 F. S. 

• The presence of any of the communicable diseases for which immunization is required by 
the Department of Health in Florida schools, preschools, daycare facilities, or family daycare 
homes shall permit the County Health Department director or administrator or state health 
officer to declare a communicable disease emergency.  Those children identified as not being 
immunized against the disease for which the emergency has been declared shall be 
temporarily excluded from the facility by the district school board or governing authority 
until such time as is specified by the County Health Department director or administrator. 



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN 
CELL STRAINS



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS

• The concern surrounds the ingredients in the vaccine or the process 
in making the vaccine, and if the vaccine or the process involved 
includes/included ingredients that are contrary to God’s food laws or 
unconscionable in other ways, i.e. human cell strains, or fetal cells or 
tissue.

• The challenge is in knowing what the absolute truth is regarding the 
ingredients and research procedures.



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS

Were fetal tissue or human cell strains used in the Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 Vaccines? Most say No.

University of Alabama at Birmingham

• https://www.uab.edu/news/youcanuse/item/11771-debunking-the-myths-about-the-covid-19-vaccine

• Myth: The COVID-19 vaccines were developed using fetal tissue.

• Neither the Pfizer nor the Moderna vaccine uses cell lines that originated in fetal tissue taken from the body of an 
aborted baby at any stage of design, development or production.

Tennessee state Health Department

• A safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine arrived in Tennessee this week. You may have heard claims about the COVID-19 
vaccine on social media or from people in your life. Let’s set the record straight on myths circulating about the COVID-
19 vaccine.

• o Fiction: The COVID-19 vaccines were developed using fetal tissue

• o Fact: NO vaccines are developed using fetal tissue. Some vaccines are developed using cell cultures, but current 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccines were not developed in that way.



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS

Have fetal tissue and human cell strains been used in the past to develop vaccines?  YES

• https://www.historyofvaccines.org/

• Animals have been used in the industrialized production of human vaccines since vaccine farms were established to 
harvest cowpox virus from calves in the late 1800s. From that point, and through the first half of the 20th century, 
most vaccines would continue to be developed with the use of animals, either by growing pathogens in live animals 
or by using animal cells.

• The first licensed vaccine made with the use of a human cell strain was the adenovirus vaccine used by the military 
in the late 1960s. Later, other vaccines were developed in human cell strains, most notably the rubella vaccine 
developed by Stanley Plotkin, MD, at the Wistar Institute in Philadelphia.



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS

Are fetal cells tissue and human strains currently used to develop some vaccines?  YES
• https://www.historyofvaccines.org/

Current Vaccines Developed Using Human Cell Strains

The vaccines below were developed using either the WI-38 or the MRC-5 cell strains.

• Hepatitis A vaccines [VAQTA/Merck, Havrix/GlaxoSmithKline, and part of Twinrix/GlaxoSmithKline]

• Rubella vaccine [MERUVAX II/Merck, part of MMR II/Merck, and ProQuad/Merck]

• Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine [Varivax/Merck, and part of ProQuad/Merck]

• Zoster (shingles) vaccine [Zostavax/Merck]

• Adenovirus Type 4 and Type 7 oral vaccine [Barr Labs] *

• Rabies vaccine [IMOVAX/Sanofi Pasteur] *

* Vaccine not routinely given

Researchers have estimated that vaccines made in WI-38 and its derivatives have prevented nearly 11 million deaths and prevented (or treated, 
in the example of rabies) 4.5 billion cases of disease.

Several vaccines currently available in the United States were developed using animal cell strains, primarily using cells from African green 
monkeys. These include vaccines against Japanese encephalitis, rotavirus, polio, and smallpox. Of these, only rotavirus and polio vaccines are 
routinely given.



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS

Here are some helpful resources:

• “Human Cell Strains in Vaccine Development”

• https://www.historyofvaccines.org/content/articles/human-cell-strains-vaccine-development

• “Do Vaccines Contain Aborted Fetal Tissue?”

• https://www.verywellhealth.com/do-vaccines-contain-aborted-fetal-tissue-260337

• “Vaccine Excipient Summary” (vaccine ingredients)
• https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices/b/excipient-table-2.pdf

• North Dakota Health – COVID-19 Vaccines & Fetal Cell Lines
• https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/COVID%20Vaccine%20Page/COVID-

19%20Vaccine%20Fetal%20Cell%20Handout.pdf

• Congressional Research Service: Human Fetal Tissue Research: Frequently Asked Questions Updated August 8, 2019
• https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R44129.pdf

• Charlotte Lozier institute:  An Ethics Assessment of COVID-19 Vaccine Programs
• https://s27589.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/An-Ethics-Assessment-of-COVID-19-Vaccine-Programs_On-Point-46.pdf



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS

• https://www.verywellhealth.com/do-vaccines-contain-aborted-fetal-tissue-260337VACCINES

Do Vaccines Contain Aborted Fetal Tissue?

By Lisa Jo Rudy, Medically reviewed by Jonathan B. Jassey, DO, Updated on April 02, 2020

Several common vaccines are made by growing the necessary viruses in fetal embryo fibroblast cells. These cells 
originally came from tissue obtained from two fetuses that were legally and electively aborted in the early 1960s.

The same cells have continued to grow in a laboratory and are still used to make vaccines today. No additional fetal 
cells have been harvested since then, but the topic is controversial because of the original source.1

The vaccines that grow in these fetal cells include:

• Varicella (chickenpox)

• Shingles

• Hepatitis A

• Rubella (what the "R" stands for in the MMR vaccine)1



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS

Congressional Research Service: 
Human Fetal Tissue Research: 
Frequently Asked Questions Updated 
August 8, 2019

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/
misc/R44129.pdf



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS

North Dakota Health –
COVID-19 Vaccines & 
Fetal Cell Lines

https://www.health.nd.
gov/sites/www/files/do
cuments/COVID%20V
accine%20Page/COVI
D-
19%20Vaccine%20Fetal
%20Cell%20Handout.p
df



FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS
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North Dakota Health –
COVID-19 Vaccines & 
Fetal Cell Lines

https://www.health.nd.gov/s
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FETAL TISSUE / HUMAN CELL STRAINS
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An Ethics Assessment 
of COVID-19 Vaccine 
Programs

https://s27589.pcdn.c
o/wp-
content/uploads/2020
/06/An-Ethics-
Assessment-of-
COVID-19-Vaccine-
Programs_On-Point-
46.pdf
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An Ethics Assessment 
of COVID-19 Vaccine 
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SHOULD MEMBERS 
RECEIVE VACCINATIONS?

“IT IS THE CHURCH’S TEACHING THAT NEITHER BEING VACCINATED NOR 
AVOIDING VACCINATIONS IS A SIN.”

“THE CHURCH ENCOURAGES MEMBERS TO GATHER INFORMATION FROM 
REPUTABLE SOURCES IN ORDER TO MAKE WISE DECISIONS.” 



BIBLE STUDY
MIAMI / WEST PALM BEACH

REST WELL!
PRAY ALWAYS! 


